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DISCLAIMER  

Disclaimer 

The contents in this magazine reflect the views expressed by the NED University Alumni. These 

contents are acquired through filling out the template developed by UAFA for the convenience of 

alumni to send their write-ups, informal interviews with the UAFA staff and volunteers, and texts 

sent through electronic and verbal means. The purpose of publishing these contents is to re-capture 

the observations of our esteemed alumni, their memories during campus life and careers thereon, 

and any other views they wish to express. The thoughts, stated facts, information, and experiences 

shared by the contributors are their own views which do not represent the official opinions of the 

university. The contents obtained and included in the publication are irrespective of any 

discrimination based on race, color, age, gender, marital status, or any other basis.  

 

The messages, success stories, pictures and interviews of the alumni are published solely for "The 

NED Experience" after their formal consent. The university does not take responsibility in case 

the contents are misused by anyone for any intent. 

 

Besides, some of the magazine's visual content is retrieved from different open-source digital 

archives including websites, social media, and professional networks, which are accessible and 

shared by alumni themselves or independent institutes that have quoted it.  

 

On behalf of the university, the UAFA reserves the right to edit the contents for clarity of language, 

length of texts, and intent to avoid any remarks detrimental to any other individuals, groups, and/or 

institutions. The available source of information for the articles acquired and included is provided 

in the publication. 
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We extend our profound gratitude to all the NED College and University alumni who earnestly 

responded to our requests for sending their contents for inclusion in this magazine. May we state 

that this volume contains contents from a small cross-section of our alumni, which extends to a 

very vast number. We intend to continue publishing sequels to this publication regularly in the 

times to come.  

  

One of the purposes of publishing this magazine is to create a fund-raising vehicle for our various 

academic activities and seek support from private and public organizations. We look forward to 

benefitting from their generosity in the future as well.  

  

We also take this opportunity to extend gratitude to our esteemed alumni who have celebrated 

centennial celebrations around the world and expressed their love for their alma mater. Our sincere 

hope and desire that the young folks, who are privileged to obtain admission to this university, 

shall benefit from the wealth of experiences shared by their peers. We expect many of them to 

become part of the assorted galaxy of prominent mentions, some of whom are included in this 

volume. 
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President, Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Arif Alvi  

President 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
 

 

MESSAGE 
 

(On the Occasion of Centennial Celebrations of NED University of Engineering & Technology, 

Karachi) 

 

I am pleased to extend my felicitations to the NED University community on the memorable 

occasion of their centennial celebrations. NED is one of the few institutions in Pakistan that has 

existed and delivered since the pre-partition times. It is heartening to learn that the professionals 

produced by NED continue to serve the country with distinction, excellence and a profound sense 

of service. As a long-time resident of Karachi, I have observed this contribution with a deep sense 

of appreciation. 

 

Research is of paramount importance in engineering and allied disciplines. We need to equip 

ourselves with the latest technology and knowledge. The nations, which have timely acquired 

science and technological skills, have also made progress faster than others. It is essential to exploit 

our existing potential especially in the field of Engineering and IT to put the country on the fast 

track of development. 

 

I hope that this meritorious institution shall continue to live up to the high standards of professional 

merit that it has set for itself. 
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The Governor Sindh       

Mr. Imran Ismail 

 

Governor Sindh 
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The Chief Minister of Sindh 

Syed Murad Ali Shah 

 
 

Chief Minister of Sindh  
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Vice-Chancellor  

Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to express my gratitude to the extended NED fraternity for connecting with us for 

centennial celebrations. It is a matter of honour and great pride for me to be leading NED in the 

centennial year, for which I am thankful to Almighty Allah! NED University has been the 

backbone of engineering education in the country and has led to many ground breaking 

contributions to the nation in more than one ways. Many believe that measuring the impact that 

NED has left on the nation is the past century and beyond is bordering infinity! 

 

It is been a century now, NED University has nurtured technical leaders and human resource not 

only in engineering but almost all spheres of life, who are working for the benefit of the society 

with integrity, devotion and wisdom and proving their worth by holding foremost positions in 

esteemed organizations around the globe. In addition, the knowledge generated, outputs produced 

and national challenges addressed by NED require many volumes to document. 

 

NED is proud of its alumni by, who have been providing their utmost and never-ending support 

through continuous contribution. I for one, consider alumni as our treasured asset for their 

consistent presence and participation to the alma mater, nation and global economy. I always 

observe their ingenuity, unmatched loyalty and school spirit, good will and skills, a rare treasure 

which supports in our academic and professional endeavours. Through the pages of NED 

Experience booklet, I extend my profound gratitude to our esteemed alumni and wish them God 

speed in their initiatives. I hope that Allah willing, our alumni will join us in the celebrations this 

year. 
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From the Dinshaw Family 

Ms. Nali Dinshaw 
Granddaughter of Mr. Hoshang Dinshaw (Nadirshaw Eduljee Dinshaw) 

 

It gives me enormous pleasure to congratulate the NED University 

of Engineering and Technology, formerly the NED Government 

Engineering College, on the occasion of its centenary. It is a source 

of great happiness to my family and me that it carries my great 

grandfather's name. My great grandfather, Nadirshaw Eduljee 

Dinshaw, and my grandfather and his brothers after him would have 

been very proud to see what the NED University has become.  One 

of the foremost institutions in the country for Engineering and 

Technology, thanks to the skill and expertise of the people who have 

led the university from its earliest days and continue to do so today. 

It has grown, developed, and adapted from its earliest beginnings and is now as contained in your 

Mission Statement. It provides the opportunity for thousands of people each year to "acquire 

education and research excellence in engineering and allied disciplines," which can only benefit 

the country. 

 

My family and I send you our warmest congratulations on the centenary of the NED University - 

all of you can be so proud of what it has achieved and is achieving today. Together with our 

prayers, hopes, and wishes that the NED University will continue to be a center of excellence in 

education in the country over the next hundred years and beyond. 

 

Dinshaw Family Members 
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The History of Heritage of Karachi 

  

Glimpses From Karachi: 

History and Heritage 
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Far as the eye could reach no tree was seen, 

Earth clad in russet scorned the lively green 

No birds except as birds of passage flew, 

No bee was heard to hum, no dove to coo, 

No streams as amber smooth, as amber clear, 

Were seen to glide, or heard to warble here, 

(Colonel Young) 

 

Before Karachi was known to be the pearl of 

the East, it emerged as a small settlement 

perched on the edge of the Arabian Sea. 

Glorified, with the rule of Muslim dynastiesô of 

Soomra, Samma, Arghun, Tarkhan, Talpur, 

and Kalhoras, acquired several names as 

Karashi, Kalachi and later reputed as óKolachi,ô. Baloch tribes of Makran gave the name, later, 

flourished as óKolachi-jo-Gothô a village of merely 14,000 populations. Under Talpursô rule, when 

Sindh started trading with Muscat and the Persian Gulf in the late 18th Century, Karachi gained 

its importance. The small town was fortified for its protection, having two main gates; one facing 

the sea, known as Khara Dar (Brackish Gate), and the other facing Lyari River was named Meetha 

Dar (Sweet gate). Chaukhandi tombs in the East of Karachi are prominent for their elaborate stone 

carvings as the Talpursô Dynasty legacy. During Talpursô reign, Karachi was developed as Port of 

Sindh. This attraction added to the British Imperialôs wish to rule Karachi. 

 

After the acquisition of Sindh by the British in 1843, Karachi was established as the administrative 

capital of the province. This was the beginning of the trends that developed Karachi with 

distinctive architectural characters of the British Colonial regime. The pre-colonial native towns 

comprised simply built structures of heavy wooden logs with interlaced wooden strips to adhere 

to mud plaster. Thatch and mud were used for roofs to remain cool. The prevailing urban character 

and building aesthetics were not up to the British sense of style.  

 

Charles Napier, the conqueror of Sindh, was the first Governor-General of the province who gave 

extensive plans for the growth of the City of Karachi. Prior attention was given to harbor. 

Cantonment was established with a rigid geometric grid pattern, irrespective of overall organic 

growth in built structures which eventually transformed the town of Karachi as a military 

settlement. However, the existing barracks were unpleasing for the British officials. Charles Napier 

ambitiously commenced construction of barracks for his troops which disappointed him as simple 

structures due to lack of funding from the government. 

 

Richard Burton in the late 1840s 

described these simple structures as 

ólarge, roomy barracks, oblong, single-

storied buildings, dressed in mathematical 

precision to the front and flanked by 

equally precise roads. However, later in 

the 1870s, the Napier Barracks built in 

stone masonry (nowadays on Shahrah e 

Faisal) were aesthetically pleasing in all, 

which are still graceful.  Fortunately, Napier Barracks on Shahrah e Faisal                                                        

Chaukhandi Tombs by Talpurs 
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Karachi had ample reservoirs of Gizri stone, which 

is of buff color, a porous stone of sedimentary rocks 

in geological origin. This stone is both rough, as 

well as the hammer-dressed state was used 

abundantly for the construction of gorgeous edifices 

designed by British officials.  

 

The óBanglaô style built-in stone was also 

introduced in the early days of occupation. The plan 

was simple, with a square or rectangular shape 

having deep verandahs surrounding rooms for 

shade and sloping roofs, preferably of thatch. The oldest example is now Commissionerôs office 

(built as Collectorôs Kutchery in 1855) that had undergone extensive alterations inside, but the 

basic concept can still be noticed.   

 

Apart from influencing local building styles, the rulers were assertive to adhere to Christian 

symbolism to express colonial zeal and power. Church towers and spires proliferated to dominate 

the skylines of enslaved land of Karachi. Trinity church was built in 1855 (located in Civil Lines 

Quarters now), designed by Captain John Hill of the 

Bombay Engineers, served as a landmark for vessels 

approaching the harbor. The construction cost was 

Rs.53,554. The church was a simple building with a 

tall tower 150 feet high, later found suitable as a light 

tower.  It was the most powerful light tower in the 

world at that time as its light was visible up to eighteen 

miles in clear weather. Bartle Frere, young 

'commissioner-in-Sindh, laid the church's foundation 

stone.' Frere also proposed several engineering 

schemes along with the development of the harbor. 

 

A couple of years later, St. Andrew's Church (also known as Scotch Church) (1867-68), located in 

Preedy Quarters, was constructed at Rs.56,300. It is the talle church tower in Karachi. Romanesque 

and Venetian Gothic styles inspired the design of the church. A finely carved rose window, 

eighteen feet in diameter, is the most attractive feature of this church. Buttresses and a tall spire 

further enhance the aesthetics of this church. The Methodist Church executed in 1875 was also 

       Commissionerôs Office 

Methodist Church St. Andrew Church 

                              Trinity Church                                                       
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inspired by the Romanesque style. 

It was a simple yet unique design 

at that time. St. Patrick's Church is 

yet another but last of the great 

churches of Karachi that was built 

in 1881. The total expenditure on 

the chapel was Rs.5,930. This 

church is also substantial for 

being the largest in Karachi, 

accommodating 1500 worshipers 

at a time. 

 

An impressive landmark building 

constructed in the presidency of 

Bartle Frere was Frere Hall, located in Civil Lines Quarter. It was completed in 1865 as the first 

Indo-Gothic building, designed and constructed to commemorate the services of the dynamic 

commissioner of Sindh Bartle Frere. The design of Frere Hall was selected out of 12 entries 

received after a call for designs was spurred. The winning design was submitted by Henry St. Clair 

Wilkins of the Royal Bombay Engineers. It was purposely civic use building functioning as 

reading hall and exhibition space. Its construction cost was Rs.18,000. 

  

This was when local artisans had been capable enough to employ fine carving details and 

decorations in stonework, together with the high intellects of builders of the colonial period. James 

Strachan, an influential engineer, and proficient building designer, in the 1880s, revived the Gothic 

style of architecture in the city of Karachi. Empress Market in Saddar town is among more 

significant buildings, completed in 1889. The building employs a simple plan with four galleries, 

each 46 feet wide, are surrounding a courtyard of size 130 feet by 100 feet. The entire structure is 

a single-story except for the tall central clock tower that is 140 feet high. The market was one of 

seven markets of Karachi, purposely designed for British elites to shop.  

Merewether Tower, yet another elegant structure, a never forgotten landmark, commemoration of 

Medieval ages, was designed by James Strachan. The intricate detailing, fine carving, and rich 

ornamentation of this memorial are expressions of heightened sensitivity of designers and highly 

skilled artisans of the time. It was named after Merewether, who was óCommissioner-in-Sindeô 

from 1868 to 1877. This 102 feet high memorial took eight years to complete and cost Rs.37,178. 

St. Patrick Church 

                             Frere Hall Empress Market 
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Another significant Gothic-

style building, designed by 

Strachan, built-in 1886, is 

Denso Hall, located in Market 

Quarters. Due to scarcity of 

funds, this building was 

designed to be simple yet 

elegant. The building was 

built in memory of Max 

Denso, who Baillie described 

in 1890 as a ñwell-known 

resident, [who] had a kindly 

regard to the improvement of the mind of his fellow citizens.ò Decorated with Tudor, ogive arches 

and extended balconies with carved balusters, the edifice meant to serve the public having public 

hall, reading room, and library in the area close to the óOld Town.ô  

 

James Strachan was a designer and engineer of institutional buildings too. Sindh Madrassah, 

founded in 1885 as the high school for Muslim boys, and DJ Sindh College, founded in 1887. 

Viceroy Dufferin laid the foundation stones of both institutions in 1887. The architectural style of 

Sindh Madrassah was Indo Gothic; however, the architectural expression was devised by Strachan 

for DJ Sindh College, designed with an elegant dome and arcaded façade, was termed 'Italian 

Gothic.' The college was named after 

'Dayaram Jethmal' whose two family 

members generously contributed 

Rs.25,000 to construct this college. 

Sindh Madrassah was completed in 

1889 with a total cost of Rs.197,188. 

While D.J. Sindh college was 

completed in 1893, costing Rs.186, 514. 

The most famous student of Sindh 

Madrassah was the founder of Pakistan, 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah.  

 

Lady Dufferin Hospital was built in 

1898 at the cost of Rs.105,000. It was 

named after Lady Dufferin, who was 

keen on women's health and held Darbar 

outside the Governor's house. The designer followed the renaissance style for building design. 

Edulji Dinshaw's family also contributed to this building. Edulji Dinshaw was a Parsi 

philanthropist who generously donated to buildings of great significance. Amongst notable is NED 

University of Engineering and Technology, to Nadirshaw Edulji Dinshaw, who generously 

contributed to this institution which started in 1922 as 'Prince of Wales Engineering College.'      

 

Several remarkable buildings of the earlier 20th century were designed in Anglo Mughal style. 

The most imposing building Karachi Port Trust and Custom House (1916), Victoria Museum 

(Now Supreme Court, 1916), Hindu Gymkhana (1925), Mohatta Palace (the late 1920s), and 

Karachi Municipal Office Building (1931) are notable mentions. Years later, the sophisticated and 

simple style of significant buildings of Government House (1939-41) and Sindh Assembly 

Merewether 

Tower                                   
Denso Hall Saddar 

Sindh Madrassah 
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Buildings (1942) had an aura of majesty and grandness. The colonial rule was no more after 

Independence in 1947, but its signature still lingers. Several architectural styles were adopted in 

the urge to find new directions. However, we need to look after our heritage as a responsible nation 

and maintain Karachi as a vibrant city. 

 

You will be the glory of the East; 

would that I could come again to see you Karachi, in your grandeur 

(A Quote of Charles Napier) 

Lady Dufferin Hospital NED City Campus 

                 Victoria Museum                                Hindu Gymkhana 

               Karachi Port Trust and Custom House                      Mohatta Palace 
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The Dinshaws of Karachi  

The Dinshaws of 

Karachi 
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Services for Karachi 
 

Suppose you have seen the sign of Hoshang Road as you turn left coming down on Clifton Bridge 

in Karachi and wondered who itôs named after. In that case, research will take you to the family of 

visionary and philanthropist 

Hoshang Nadirshaw 

Dinshaw, who, in 1924, and 

his siblings donated Rs 

150,000 for the proposed 

construction of a new 

building and laboratory then 

Prince of Wales Engineering 

College in Karachi. The 

timely largesse was 

wholeheartedly welcomed 

by the trustees of the college, 

who gratefully renamed it the 

NED University of 

Engineering and Technology 

in memory of their illustrious 

father, Nadirshaw Eduljee 

Dinshaw.  

 

Nadirshaw and his father, Eduljee Dinshaw, the founding father of the Dinshaws, started building 

hospitals, dispensaries, and educational institutions in Karachi from around the 1880s. Eduljee 

Dinshaw set up 12 hospitals, dispensaries, maternity homes, and residential welfare facilities. Still 

operating today, under the care of the Parsi community, is the renowned Lady Dufferin Hospital 

in the Kharadhar area of Karachi. In 1885, the wife of the then Viceroy of India (1884-1888), 

Hariot Georgina Rowan-Hamilton, announced the Countess of Dufferin Fund for medical services 

to women in various parts of India. The British Government asked the province of Sindh for 

donations and raised Rs 10,000. The Dufferin Committee, on its part, raised a sum of Rs 5,000. 

The project was embarrassingly short of funds, and Sindh would have been deprived but for the 

generosity of Eduljee Dinshaw, who stepped up with Rs 100,000 and insisted that the hospital be 

named the Lady Dufferin Maternity Hospital. Eduljee Dinshaw supervised the project's 

construction and, by putting up additional funds, helped procure the hospitalôs first consignment 

of medical supplies and furniture. To date, the descendants of the Dinshaw family continue their 

The then Viceroy of India Lord Dufferin along with His Wife Hariot 

Georgina Rowan-Hamilton 

The Lady Dufferin Hospital in Karachi Founded in 1894, Source: https://www.ladydufferinhospital.org/brief-history 

 

https://www.ladydufferinhospital.org/brief-history
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charitable contribution to the board 

of the Lady Dufferin Hospital, 

giving relief to thousands of the not-

so-well-off women patients.  

 

Throughout history, the Dinshaws 

have focused on health and 

education, especially women. In 

addition to NED Engineering 

College, the family donated 

generously to The Mama Parsi 

Girlsô High School in Karachi. Even 

today, girls placed in Dinshaw 

House wear the green badge with 

pride on Sports Day. In addition, 

several missionary schools benefitted from their philosophy of continuous philanthropy, regardless 

of caste and creed. 

 

Hoshang Road, the busy, bustling road connecting Abdullah Haroon Road and Dr. Ziauddin 

Ahmed Road just after Clifton Bridge, is a long-lasting tribute to the visionary who continued the 

philanthropic works so ably started by his father and grandfather. Mr. Hoshang Nadirshaw 

Dinshaw, the eldest son who decided to donate generously to NED Engineering College in his 

fatherôs name, was a renowned resident of Karachi. During his illustrious life after Pakistan came 

into existence in 1947, he was a pillar of strength to the Pakistan government, as director at critical 

institutions, donating buildings that belonged to the Dinshaw family to the government to house 

major institutions and caring for the sick and the elderly by setting up hospitals and infirmaries. 

Throughout his life of service, he was on the board of the following institutions: 

 

¶ Chairman of Pakistan's Public Investment Council, and of the Reorganization Council.  

¶ President of the Central Board of Directors of the National 

Bank of Pakistan.  

¶ Vice President of the Federation of the Chamber of 

Commerce in Karachi.  

¶ Founder member of the Old Buyers' and Shippers Chamber 

of Commerce and of the Pakistan Industrial Finance 

Corporation (later the Industrial Development Bank of 

Pakistan)  

¶ Director of the Karachi Electrical Supply Company.  

The descendants of the Dinshaws continue to keep alive the 

philanthropic charities set up in the name of their forefathers. 

Hospitals, schools, low-cost residential buildings, regular 

donations from the charity trusts to major school and hospital 

networks across Pakistan, and care for the sick and the elderly 

are hallmarks of a family that has had a significant contribution 

to the development of Pakistan.  

The Historical View of Mama Parsi School After its Completion 

Hoshang N. E. Dinshaw 
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THE DINWSHAWS OF KARACHI  

Dinshaw Family in Pictures 
  

Edulji Dinshaw 

Nadirshaw E. Dinshaw Khorshed Dinshaw Framroze Eddie 

Dinshaw  

 

Nalibai Dinshaw 

(Spencer) 

 

Hoshang N. E. Dinshaw Minocher Nadirshaw 

Dinshaw 

 

Naju Bai Fareedon NE 

Dinshaw 

 Faredoon Nadirshaw 

Eduljee Dinshaw 

Julian H. Dinshaw 

 
Nadir H. Dinshaw Hilla Dinshaw Perin Dinshaw 
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THE DINWSHAWS OF KARACHI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitty Dinshaw along with her son, & 

daughter; Sebastian, & Cara 

Russie Minocher 

Dinshaw 

 

Nancy Ardeshir Cowasjee 

(Nee Dinshaw) 
Ardeshir Cowasjee Eddie Minocher 

Dinshaw  

 

Nali Dinshaw Ava Ardeshir Cowasjee Rustom Ardeshir 

Cowasjee & his Daughter 

Avery 
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NED University Through the Century  

NED University through 

the Century 
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A Brief History  
 

Several documents can be found with a 

brief history of the college. Most of these 

begin in 1920 or 1921 and do not say 

much about the three decades of struggle 

that preceded the 1922 founding of the 

NED Civil Engineering college. We dug 

and came across some interesting facts 

about the college's history, which is 

entirely intertwined with that of the DJ 

Sindh Government Science College.  

 

Back in the late 19th century, Sindh was 

the developing province. But there were 

a lot of public works and infrastructure projects that were underway. The railway link construction 

that would eventually connect Karachi and Hyderabad to Upper Sindh was underway, along with 

several roads and other projects. To fulfill the need for the overseers for these projects, an 

"Engineering Branch" affiliated with the University of Bombay had been established in 

Hyderabad around 1930's. The classes covered fundamentals of constructions and civil 

engineering and did not lead to any diploma. 

 

As DJ College got started, the need for technical education was 

felt very keenly. The first Principal of the DJ College, Dr. 

Mullineux R. Walmsley, arrived in 1887 from England, assuming 

that technical education was a significant part of the college 

curriculum. He was very much disappointed with what he 

discovered and wrote to the college committee: 

 

"...that Mr. Kirkham certainly led me to believe, in London, that 

the position of the Technical Education in Sindh was much more 

forward than appears to be the case. I cannot, therefore, help to 

feel very much disappointed at finding it in the very embryonic 

state..."  

 

Dr. Walmsley stayed for about a year and returned to England, 

where he headed Northampton Polytechnic for the rest of his life. 

The second Principal, Dr. Moses John Jackson, assumed 

command in early 1888. He was also enamored with Technical Education, and for the next 19 

years, he tirelessly nurtured the science and technology programs. Shortly after he assumed 

command of the college, the Hyderabad Engineering Branch was transferred to DJ College, then 

known as Sindh Arts College. It was located in its original building on Bunder Road and not where 

it is now. The new facilities for DJ College were to be completed in the following five years and 

provided improved facilities, as described by a former student later: 

 

"The upper portion of the southern wing ... was taken up by the principal's office room, the 

Professors' common room, the library, and the laboratories. On the ground floor of the wing was 

DJ Science College in Early 1900s 

Dr. Mullineux R. Walmsley 
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the engineering school, the college then being at Poona only. From this school, students who 

passed out were taken up as Over-seers in the Public Works Department. We used to see them 

sawing wood and doing other work there." 

 

With the Hyderabad Engineering Branch transferred to DJ College, 

Dr. Jackson and his staff worked very hard to develop the 

Engineering program and establish high standards. However, he 

was a disciplinarian and was very strict about the standard of 

education at the college. Another former student, who studied 

engineering, wrote this: 

 

"I was an Engineering student of the DJ Sindh College in the years 

1900 to 1903. Our principal during this period was Dr. Jackson. 

No doubt, he was a 'man' amongst men.'My Engineers' he used to 

call us. We had several classes jointly with the F.A. and the Inter 

class students of the Arts Course and he would not begin the 

classes until his 'Engineers' came in. Yet, he was very strict with 

us... When I joined the Engineering Course in 

the year 1900, we were in all 21 students... We 

dwindled down to ten by the time we sat for our 

Preliminary. Two of us were not certified, and of 

the eight who were allowed to sit for the Annual. 

Two were plucked and six were asked to re-

appear for a special test, in subjects in which we 

had obtained two or three marks less or more 

than the number required. And after all that, 

only one of us was promoted and all the rest 

were declared to have failed."  

 

The improvement and expansion of the engineering programme was Dr. Jackson's pet project. He 

had set his sights on getting the Engineering Section converted to a diploma programme, if not a 

degree course. The college was affiliated with the University of Bombay. He dedicated years of 

effort to get the needed sanctions from the University of Bombay. There was a long trail of 

circulars and correspondence between Dr. Jackson's staff and the university about the changing 

requirements and targets set by the university. One of the documents we found noted: 

 

"It is amusing to find Dr. Jackson failing to get his pet students of 

Engineering, a Diploma, a piece of paper with permission to attach 

a few letters after one's name, when a course of teaching that was 

recognized to be strenuous and thorough, had been completed... 

amusing to my mind to read circulars containing commentaries on 

the importance of certain pieces of apparatus for the laboratory 

before sanction could be received for their purchase, and notes on 

such unimportant matters as the starting of a Debating Society." 

 

Dr. Jackson's struggle to get his students a diploma continued. 

There was a feeling that the staff at the University of Bombay did 

not fully understand the needs of the students in Sindh. As early as S.C Shahani 

Dr. Moses John Jackson 
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1890's, he had written/stated:  

 

"...the college should, therefore, endeavor largely to shake itself from the shackles of the 

University of Bombay, and in these matters follow a line of its own... it is not certain that what is 

thought best for Bombay is necessarily also best for Sindhi students." 

 

Dr. Jackson's tenure ended in 1907. He had been the principal for nearly 20 years. He failed to get 

the conversion of the engineering programme to a diploma/degree course, but he had laid a sturdy 

foundation for a demanding engineering programme with very high standards. Eleven years and 

3 principals after his departure came S. C. Shahani. This was an era of the post-war boom, 

optimism, and a lot of activity and principal Shahani's efforts were to bear a reality for   Dr. 

Jackson's dream. 

 

After S. C. Shahani became the DJ College principal in 1918, he renewed the efforts to get the 

engineering branch upgraded to a degree 

college. He ran into the same issues in 

acceptance from the University of Bombay as 

Dr. Jackson had two decades earlier. In 

frustration, affiliation with a different 

university was considered. His struggle 

would continue for over a decade but finally 

was successful. The following text of an 

excerpt from a 1937 document summarizes 

his efforts and achievement: 

 

ñPrincipal Shahaniôs greatest achievement 

was undoubtedly the establishment in 1921 of 

the Engineering College, now called the 

Nadirshaw Edulji Dinshaw Civil Engineering 

College. The Sukkur Barrage construction 

was on, and engineers had the chance of their 

life. Principal Shahani conceived the bright 

idea of having a degree college instead of a 

struggling engineering branch, and he 

rapidly put the plan into execution with the 

assistance of Prof. M. H. Advani, Professor of 

Engineering, and Vice-Principal (Prof. 

Butani) who was proposed for the 

principalship. The university did not accept 

this arrangement and laid down other 

conditions which seemed incapable of 

fulfillment. Principal Shahani waged an epic 

fight to get his engineering college 

recognized, and came near to losing it; there was a time when he, in despair, thought of applying 

for affiliation to the Benares Hindu University. Then Mr. Jamshed came to the rescue.  The late 

Mr. Jamshed Nusserwanjee, who was the first elected mayor of Karachi, commonly known as óthe 

maker of modern Karachiô and a well-known social worker, through his good offices the 

magnificent donation of Rs.150,000 was obtained from Mr. Hoshang Dinshaw, which joined to 

Under Construction Work at Sukkur Barrage 
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the Rs.40,000 donation of Vishindas Brothers, the Prince of Wales Welcome Fund (Rs.50,000), 

and other benefactions, placed the NED College on a firm footing. Rai Sahib Bhupatrai, retired 

Executive Engineer North Western Railway, worked as honorary principal for some time. Mr. G. 

N. Gokhale, an Executive Engineer in the Public Works Department, was ultimately appointed 

principal, and a first-class  

Engineer with British qualification was also appointed (Mr. S. B. Junnarkar). Prof. M. H. Advani 

of the old Engineering Branch was already there, and some more appointments were made. 

Buildings and workshops grew as if by magic. The new college shared with the parent college 

office expenses and expenses on college societies and activities, until it was able to set up a 

ñhousesò of its own ï when the entire establishment of the engineering college became separate, 

only the Governing Board being same for the two colleges.ò 

 

The following four paragraphs summarize the post-1921 NED Universityôs history well and are 

taken from the NED University of Engineering and Technology website: 

 

ñThe new college was initially been the Prince of Wales Engineering College but later renamed 

in memory of Nadirshaw Edulji Dinshaw. The NED College was provisionally granted affiliation 

on 23-05-1923 by the University of Bombay for the first and second-year courses in Civil 

Engineering, and 78 students were provisionally admitted into first-year classes in 1922. 

Permanent affiliation followed in February 1927.ò 
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The first-full -time principal of NED Engineering 

College was Mr. G. N. Gokhale, who joined on 1st July 

1923. Before this, Rai Sahib Bhupatrai had acted as 

Honorary Principal. The first professor (and Vice-

Principal) was Mr. S.B. Jannarkar. Along with Mr. 

Gokhale, they did all the spadework in organizing and 

equipping the various departments and ordering the 

equipment for the Power House, Boiler Room, 

Hydraulics Laboratory, Engine Room, and Machine 

Shops. 

  

The original NED Engineering College was housed in 

four blocks of buildings and two sheds. The main block 

was named Seth Fatehchand Dewandas Khilnani Hall. 

The block housing the Power House, Electrical and 

Hydraulics Laboratories, and workshops were named 

after Bai Puribai and Bacharbai. Further additions were 

made to this block to provide accommodation for the 

Machine Shop on the ground floor and a (Mechanical) Drawing Hall on the first floor. The 

fourth block, completed in 1945, contained a Classroom and Clerk's Office on the ground floor 

and another (Civil) Drawing Hall on the first floor. 

  

For the Main Drawing Hall, later donors were the Hindustan Construction Company who built 

in 1944 a complete block costing Rs. 40,000/- and which houses two classrooms and the Staff 

Common Room.  

 

Two sheds were also built to house the Carpentry and Smithy Shops, and the other, alongside 

the Electrical Laboratory and Engine Room, to train technicians. Although, the total cost of 

the buildings was just over Rs. 265,000, the equipment cost (including machinery, electrical 

instruments, models, steam, gas, and oil 

engines; surveying and leveling 

instruments), books, and furniture was 

just under Rs. 400,000. The college 

remained affiliated with the University 

of Bombay from 1922 to 1947.  

  

Buried in the pages of the history, there 

is one more interesting tidbit. Principal 

S. C. Shahani had a grander vision. It 

was his dream - 'day dream' as he called 

it - to raise the stature of the institution 

to that of a university located on a new site that offered a much bigger space for new facilities 

and expansion. The DJ College, the NED College, and the hostel were located in a prime area 

of the city. The bulk of the proposed university's funds came from selling the sites for the two 

existing colleges and the hostel. The sale was to realize an estimated 30 to 40 lakhs of rupees. 

Principal Shahani and the staff worked hard on the scheme, developed the details, prepared 

Jamshed Nusserwanjee 
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the plans, and sanctioned it by the Board and the Government. All was set to put the plans in 

motion for building the new university in the Gizri area on 

the outskirts of Karachi. But it was not to be. The post-war 

boom declined, and the values of the properties fell rapidly, 

forcing a cancellation of the plans. Both colleges and the 

hostel remained where they were. 

 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the great teachers, leaders, 

and donors who made the NED College a reality. These 

heroes were British, Hindu, and Parsi visionaries. It is sad 

to note that Muslims' contributions, financial or otherwise, 

were little to none. In going through the DJ College records, 

it is apparent that the 1947 partition brought about a mass 

exodus of non-Muslim staff, pushing the junior level faculty to be promoted to higher 

positions. It can be assumed that the exodus similarly impacted the faculty at NED. 

 

The two colleges shared facilities, other resources, and the Board for quite a while. The 

following picture, taken in 1936, shows the combined staff of both colleges during a visit by 

the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bombay. At the time, the principal of NED College 

was S. B. Junnarkar, who is in the picture along with Mrs. Junnarkar, his wife. The other 

recognizable name listed is Prof. A. L. Shaikh, who later became the principal of the DJ 

College, and still later, beginning in 1961, became the first principal for Adamjee Science 

College, Karachi.  

 

In 1936 the college was still NED 

Civil Engineering College. But 

efforts were underway to add the 

Mechanical and Electrical disciplines 

to the curriculum. Those efforts were 

eventually successful. Though the 

exact years are unknown, Mechanical 

and, Electrical Engineering degree 

programmes were added before the 

1947 partition, and the college 

became NED Government 

Engineering College. 

  

After the creation of Pakistan, the 

college was taken over by the then 

Government of Sind, and the title of 

the college became NED Government Engineering College, Karachi, as from 17th October 

1947.  

  

The first principal of the college, Mr. G. N. Gokhale, gave up a lucrative and promising 

position in the P.W.D. to take up the onerous task of building the College from scratch. He 

designed the Crest of the college and framed its motto:  
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ñStand Erect, Look Straight and Actò  
 

The College came under the control of the Government of West Pakistan on 14th October, 

1955. The Government of West Pakistan transferred the administration of the College to an 

autonomous Board of Governors appointed by the Governor General from 1st July, 1962 to 

16th April, 1966.  
 

The Firsts of NED Government College 
 

¶ The first graduate of the college was Jarnnadas Takhtram Asnani, March 1925 

¶ Mr. Amrita Lal Das, was the first to earn the University of Bombay Berkeley Medal  

¶ The first graduate of the college who earned a post-graduate degree from abroad was 

Mr. Jaganath Pharbhdas Parekh, Ph.D (Edinburgh), 1927 

¶ In 1927, Mr. Amrita Lal Das was the first to qualify for the Indian Services of Engineers 

¶ In 1947, Mr. Abdul Wahab Shaikh was the first to qualify for Sindh Services of 

Engineers 

¶ Mr. Fatehchand Parsrarn Lakhani was the first who to qualify for Bombay Services of 

Engineers.  

¶ In 1948, Mr. Taj Muhammad Shaikh was the first who receive a medal from the 

University of Sindh 

¶ In 1968, Ms. Asfia Aleem was the first lady graduate of the college.  

 
Affiliations  of NED Government College in Different Periods 
 

The University of Bombay, from inception to 1947 

The University of Sind from 1947 to 1951 

The University of Karachi from 1951 to 1976 
 
 

 

Mr. V. N. Chandavarkar Vice Chancellor University of Bombay, Principal NED College S. B. Junnarkar 

along with Staff of D.J. Sindh College and NED Engineering College 1936 
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NED As Seen by Alumni and Employees 
 

The directorate of the UAFA has arranged to interview different senior alumni and ex-employees 

of the university to capture the university life in respective times. The opinions presented in the 

view are the views of the alumni and ex-employees, which are presented. 

 

Mr. Zain ul Abedin 
 

I got admission to NED Government Engineering College on 15th 

September 1947. I am thrilled to know that you NEDian are doing 

these types of gatherings to know about the atmosphere of the then 

college at that time. There were only 8 Sindhi Muslim students at 

that time, and I was the only migrated student. Then gradually, 

other migrated students from Aligarh Engineering College sought 

admission at the then college.  

 

All professors and principals were Hindus who used to deliver the 

quality education. Besides, all eight local students were intelligent 

and intellectual who secured top positions in final examinations. 

 

AT khan was my class fellow during higher secondary education at Maharaj College Jaipur. Then 

he went to Aligarh Engineering College and earned his bachelorôs degree in Civil Engineering. 

After that, he joined the NED college as a lecturer. At that time, the duration of the degree was 3.5 

years. For the first two years, students were taught Electrical Engineering and Mechanical 

Engineering, and then Civil Engineering for the rest of the 1.5 years.  

 

The then Vice-Principal R.E Mirza of the college used to support financially and morally to the 

migrated students as they had migrated in miserable condition. Besides, Quaid-e-Azam has 

extended financial support of Rs. 1000 to the migrated students who secured admission in NED 

college on the condition that they would try their best to return it in the future, if possible, for them. 

That support created convenience for the students, and students got interest in studying 

wholeheartedly.  

 

Note: Mr. Zain ul Abedin started his first job in Karachi Municipal Corporation in 1951 as Water 

Supply Engineer and then upgraded as Construction Engineer. At that time, people had dire need 

of water, for which he supported them a lot. 

 

In 1959, he joined KDA and then WAPDA as an Executive Engineer. He was appointed at Rawal 

Dam as In-charge, and its construction is my proud accomplishment. His name is still embossed 

on marble stone at Rawal Dam. Then he got a job offer from a USA-based firm in the USA, where 

he served there for 08 years. Then the same firm deputed me to Srilanka and South Korea. 

Throughout his career, his core competency was Dams. He wrote a letter to the Prime Minister of 

Pakistan, Mr. Imran Khan, and offered his service free of cost for the construction of small dams.  

 

The alumnus has shared the above views on the eve of the Centennial celebration organized by the 

alumni association of North America, NEDIAN-NA, which is available on YouTube. 
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Mr. Razzak Loya 
 

I had witnessed the partition of 1947 and was under utter trauma 

after having seen the horrors of it. I dwelled in Pakistan and was 

about 9 years old then. Till 1958-1959 Pakistan kept facing a 

constant influx of Muslim migrants, though there was severe lack 

of basic facilities. They lived in parks, gardens, footpaths, and 

other open municipal areas of Karachi in very miserable 

conditions. I remember, near Regentôs Plaza Hotel, there were 

abandoned military shades, which they used as temporary 

government offices as there was no proper architects to create 

places to run the New Government. It was a pathetic situation in 

the new countryôs Capital in 50s and 60s.  

 

Mr. Jinnah presented an open offer for the Muslims who were working in different offices and 

Professions in India to migrate to Pakistan. For this purpose, he even managed to get a chartered 

planes to get the willing to come to Pakistan. Due to this, another wave of migrants came, 

consisting mostly of merchants, traders, Teachers and Professionals They gradually began running 

almost dormant Country. At that time, there was only one cement factory, the Dalmia Cement 

Karachi, and one textile mill in Faisalabad (Lyallpur). Moreover, there were no major modern 

cities in Punjab except Lahore, and only two engineering colleges in Pakistan; NED College in 

Karachi and UET in Lahore. As for the medical colleges, they were also two in the country. Dow 

Medical College, Karachi and King Edward Medical College, Lahore.  

 

I enrolled in 1958 at NED College of Engineering (at that time in Burns Road Area of Karachi) 

and completed my graduation in in Civil Engineering in, January 1962. The most shocking news 

that dawned on me was that most of Hindu teachers had immediately left for India due to which 

almost all the education institutions, including NED College, had to be nearly closed. Then in 

1949, many Muslim teachers migrated from India and Schools and Colleges resumed their 

academic activities. During this lull period, NED was administrated by one or two people who 
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stayed behind, one of them was Prof. Kewal Ramani, who was the Principal of NED College and 

a few Parsi Professors like Prof. R. E. Mirza. (who later became Principal). Some Muslims 

Professors who were already living in Karachi, like Prof. Ganatra, and others who migrated from 

India and Punjab, took over the control of NED College. 

 

During my time at NED, I regretfully noticed a few unpleasant bullies amongst  the teaching staff. 

One who stood out, used to teach us Engineering Drawing in the first year. His motto was to pass 

only 8% of the total students, just to satisfy some kind of mental sadisms, that too with passing 

marks only. The rest were condemned to second (Supplementary) exam in that Subject. He was a 

burly person walking with swagger He was more interested in politicizing in International Boxing 

Association. He would arrive at 5:00 oôclock in the evening for Classes, the end of the college day 

Sitting (L. to R.) Prof. Shaikh Manzoor, Prof. M. Ibrahim, Prof. S.W. Haider, Prof. M. B. Pithawala, Prof. M. 

K. Kewalramani (Principal), Prof. R. E. Mirza (Vice Principal), Prof. F. D. Abro, Mr. S. A. Ganatra, Mr. S. 

M. Shoaib, Mr. A. T. Khan 

Standing 1st Row (L. to R.) Mr. Masood Ali Zidi, Shaikh A. Hafiz, Mahmud-ul-Hasan Khan, A. Karim, 

Ghulam Husain Baloch, Syed Mohammed Quaseem, Abdul Ghaffar, Maqsood Khan, Syed Inayat Ali, Iqbal 

Ahmed Sahib, Imtiaz-ul-Haq Ansari, Abdul Bari Syed, Khushi Muhammad, Shafiq-ul-Haq Siddiqui. 

2nd Row (L. to R.) A. Hakim Memon, Muhammad Yakoob Solangi, Nasir Ahmed Alavi, S. Irtiza Husain 

Rizvi, K. M. Hussain, Noor Muhammed D. Sheikh, Naseem Ahmad, Syed Ali Bin Hamid, Muhammed Abdul 

Barkat, Muhammed Ahmed Mumtaz, Arz Muhammed M. Talpur, Qamar Din Sahto, Muneer Ahmed Malick. 
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for students, more inclined to terrorize first-year students than teaching. Till the end of my time at 

NED, his harassing attitude remained the same. 

 

During my stay, students from diverse cultures, languages ethnicities, and religions were enrolled 

in the college. The Student Union was deeply engaged in constructive politics and the environment 

was peaceful, calm, and tolerant. There were no questions raised on the basis of any particular 

background. There were neither any female students nor any international students. However, 

when I was in my final year, 

few female students were 

admitted to the College, in 

1963. I graduated in 1962 and 

lost most of my contact with 

NED College.  

 

There were also no Ph.D 

teachers till 1964. Most of the 

teachers were alumni of UET 

Lahore, Aligarh University, 

and Bombay University.  

 

The establishment of 

Bangladesh led to an upheaval 

in Pakistan that also adversely 

affected NED University and 

resulted in the initiation of 

politics among University 

Students. NED became a scary 

rally ground of violent 

students of different Political 

Parties.  

 

The execution of Mr. Z. A. 

Bhutto resulted in a huge tsunami of ferocity in education institutions and in the lives of students. 

They became more and more belligerent, which affected their academic progress. As years passed 

more. weapons and politics made inroads in the University. I had observed severe violence at NED 

University in the 80ôs as I lived very close to the University. Besides that, my daughter, who was 

a student at NED during 1990ôs, mostly stayed home due to violence. During the era of General 

(Late) Zia, I came to know that one of the students was shot dead in Karachi University by gang 

of student of other Parties. Owing to increased violence, Student unions were banned.  

 

Sometimes later, it came to my knowledge that Dr. A.T. Khan had been appointed the Vice-

Chancellor. He had earned his Ph.D. degree at Leeds University. Though he was a good teacher, 

of pleasant demeanor, he severely lacked administrative skills to bring back discipline to this 

reputable Institution. His era also saw the Discipline among Teaching staff cracking up. Quite a 

few Seniors of the teachers attended to teaching with casual attitude only. And turned more 

interested in personal consulting business at home or even opening their Offices. Some teachers 

took long leaves and began working abroad renewing their leaves at intervals.  Hence the teaching 

descended to a pitiable state in NED University. Discipline among the students was put on leash 

NED Tour Group 1959 at Mohen jo Dero Accompanied with Prof. Haider 

 



 

 

NED UNIVERSITY THROUGH THE CENTURY  

THE NED EXPERIENCE CENTENNIAL V OLUME  2021 39 

and control, and the university prospered again in the era of Vice Chancellor Engr. Abul Kalam a 

strict administrator. By that time a number of NED Alumna had started returning, after completing 

their Ph.D.ôs abroad.  

 

After my graduation, I earned my Post Graduate Diploma- from the Imperial College, University 

of London, and Masterôs Degree from Leeds University. Then I worked for five years in the UK. 

Afterward, I rendered my services as a structural engineer in various consulting firms in USA for 

11 years and returned back to Pakistan, and have been running my consulting engineering 

Partnership firm for the last 39 years. I have extended the opportunity to several graduates of NED 

University to render their services in my organization as I feel it my ethical and social 

responsibility to accommodate my alma mater graduates and see them rising up in their Profession, 

I have supervised and trained many as Interns and helped them excel in their careers.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

NED UNIVERSITY THROUGH THE CENTURY  

THE NED EXPERIENCE CENTENNIAL V OLUME  2021 40 

Mr. Khalid Pervez 
 

I got admission to NED Government Engineering College in 

the Department of Electrical Engineering in 1967 and 

graduated in 1971. At that time, there were 133 students in the 

batch, and there were only three disciplines of Civil, Electrical, 

and Mechanical. Interestingly, there were only five seats for 

girls, which sometimes were not filled, and the balance was 

transferred to the boys. The College, affiliated with the 

University of Karachi, was then housed in buildings called Old 

Campus, adjacent to the DJ Science College. The College had 

a hallmark chimney whichôs still standing and dates to the 

times when a steam Power Plant used to operate from the 

premises later given to NED on Plantôs closure. Due to the lack 

of space, some of our classes were also held at the DJ Science College under some mutual 

collaboration.  

 

I will be failing in my duty if I donôt mention the contributions and hard work of the respected 

teachers. Of special mention is late Prof. Salahuddin Ahmed, who was extremely thorough in his 

knowledge of electrical machines and electronics at the same time; Prof. Muhammad Khan 

Minhas, an excellent teacher from many perspectives, Prof. Maroof A Quidwai. who would teach 

mathematics in a highly commendable and logical style and, Prof. Ghulam Hussain enriched us 

with basic electrical systems, transmission, distribution, etc.  

 

As expected, NED then had quite a few laboratories, a small library but a very effective óLending 

Libraryô, which had a good stock of textbooks that were loaned, indeed free of cost, to the students 

for an academic year. Additionally, NED had an official linkage with the British Council, which 

gave books to NEDians free of cost for an academic session. The British Council Library was close 

to NED at the Pakistan Chowk. We were also fortunate in getting membership of the American 

Library without any hiccup. The 

library was then located at Britto 

Road, in Garden East Area, close 

to Jamaat Khana. 

 

I started teaching at the then 

NED Govt. Engineering College 

from June 1972 as a visiting 

faculty member until Nov. 1974 

when I joined NED as a regular 

faculty member. Construction of 

the present Campus had already 

started from the late sixties. In 

August 1975, gradual shifting 

from the now old Campus [or 

City Campus] to the present 

campus was initiated. 

 Principal Rustum E. Mirza with Students group, 1963 
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Once moved to the present Campus, NED was declared an additional campus of the University of 

Karachi, and Mr. A.M. Akhoond was appointed as its Pro-Vice-Chancellor. NED was then 

upgraded to the university in 1977 through an Act of the Government of Sindh and Mr. A. M. 

Akhoond was appointed as its first Vice-Chancellor.  

  

Development, both physical and institutional, continued for many 

years ï new class rooms, lecture theatres, laboratories, offices, 

library, studentsô canteen, Teaching Staff Centre, auditorium, 

masjid, hostels, staff residences, etc. were constructed and many 

faculty members, including myself, were sent abroad for MS and 

Ph.D. degrees. The first mini-computer, IBM System 34 was 

installed in 1978 and was in the domain of the Department of 

Electrical Engineering. Late Prof. DJ Mascarehas was then the 

Head of Department. 

 

In 1976 I married my colleague, Tahira Pervez who was Lecturer 

in Mathematics. As Associate Professor, she took early 

retirement in 2008. I too was Associate Professor when I decided to quit NED University in July 

1987 and went for a full -time engineering consultancy. 

 

While at NED University, I was elected as Member Senate and Member Syndicate, and served as 

Member Board of Studies, Provost, and General Secretary of the NED Teachersô Association 

[NETA], apart from being Member of the Library Committee. However, regrettably, no meeting 

of Senate or Syndicate was held for almost 

three years till my leaving the university. 

 

I take pride in establishing IEEE studentsô 

chapter at NED University in 1982 which 

was jointly inaugurated by its President 

[from the US] and the then Vice-

Chancellor Late Prof. Dr. AT Khan. The 

Chapter rendered great service to the EE 

students in general and to those who 

wanted to go abroad for higher studies. I 

also take pride in teaching micro-

processors when these were taught at NED 

University for the first time in 1983. Iôm 

saddened to know that micro-processor 

8080 which had become obsolete in the 

late 70s is still being taught at the 

university and wish that at least it had 

continued with Z-80 that Iôd taught, and 

many groups of students worked with me 

on it as their final year project.  

 

From 1977 to 1983, we had an excellent 

team in the Library Committee headed by 

Prof. Dr. Firasat Ali, who was a professor 
A Group Photo of A.T Khan along with Students 

Picture of 1961 Cricket XI 
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of the Department of Mechanical 

Engineering and a very competent 

person. We would receive books 

from various publishers and select 

them for the library which too was in 

the developmental phase. We also 

managed to NEDôs subscription to 

IEEE which enabled the availability 

of the latterôs various electrical and 

electronics publications regularly. 

 

While serving as the provost of the 

hostels [7 in all], I piloted several reforms with the support of the then Vice-Chancellor. A very 

robust mechanism of allotment of rooms was developed and was strictly implemented. Also, the 

system for payments of hostel charges and dues was all cash-based with heavy pilferage. This was 

completely replaced by a centralized system comprising payments in the NED National Bank, 

maintaining appropriate payment records and monitoring of dues. This, on one hand, eliminated 

pilferage and on the other hand, made it much easy for the hostlers to deposit their fees. 

 

A High Voltage Laboratory was established at the Department of Electrical Engineering around 

1984 through the efforts of late Mr. SK Pervez who was Managing Director of Areva Pakistan 
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[now Schneider Electric Pakistan] and an NED alumnus Mr. Salman Qureshi, GM Areva. The 

basic objective of the laboratory was to support in academic programmes and provide an 

independent venue of testing to the industry, ultimately providing financial benefit to the 

university. Late Associate Prof. Muhammad Nauman was the focal person of the laboratory. 

However, most regrettably, during the tenure of Engr. Abul Kalam as NED Universityôs Vice-

Chancellor, the laboratory was disposed of as junk. In my view, Engr. Abul Kalam was a highly 

disciplined person but had no background of managing a university and couldnôt envision the 

significance and potential of HV Laboratory for faculty, students, and the industry at large. Apart 

from other aspects, a wonderful opportunity of sustainable university-industry liaison, at least in 

Electrical Engineering at that point was lost. 

 

I wish to express my concern that the engineers being produced by universities are not familiar 

with the present requirements of the industry. We must appreciate that the technology is 

transforming at a very high rate where various branches of engineering are coming together in one 

way or the other which makes it highly essential that rather than focusing only on specialized or 

single disciplines, interdisciplinary studies are also promoted. Further, newer technologies such as 

IoT, nanotechnology, artificial intelligence and the like should also be included in the curriculum. 

 

I also wish to emphasize upon faculty and students to enhance their linkages with the professional 

bodies like IEEEP, IEEE, IEP, etc. which would be very conducive in their systematic professional 

growth in this highly competitive era.  

 

Mr. Khalid Pervez has been the CEO of KPWS Consulting since 1997 and is the chairperson of 

IEEP Karachi Chapter. Earlier he had been associated with various organizations and served as 

faculty member at NED University from June 1972 to July 1987. 

 

 

Dr. Muhammad Afzal Haque 
 

I got admission to NED Government Engineering College in the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering in 1972. Though the 

infrastructure was not impressive, it was one of the most renowned 

institutes in Pakistan. Although the teachers were good and dedicated 

to teaching, there were limited laboratories and workshops. Despite 

that, all top-scoring students were willing to join the then NED college  

 

The development of the present campus was the result of the World 

Bank's extended loan to the concerned authorities to develop the 

present campus, and the land was acquired from the University of 

Karachi. When NED was shifted to the main campus, there were 

extremely limited facilities, and students used to go to the University of Karachi to access facilities. 

  

During that period, Progressive Student Front was the representative of the students of NED 

College, which was led by Mr. Sabahuddin Mujahid as President, while Shah Jamsheed Jami was 

General Secretary. They did not have any linkage or support from the country's rising political 

party at that time. The union aimed to make NED a better university. 
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The students' union was 

student-centric which used to 

invite experts from industries to 

teach the students at NED as 

visiting faculty. Sometimes, 

they even called alumni from 

the industry to teach the 

students. The students managed 

all these activities through the 

administration. 

 

1972 was a turning point; there 

were two political wings; right-

wing Jamiat Islami Talba and 

Left with several factions. IJT 

won the elections. Along with 

other NEDian friends, I united 

all progressive factions and 

launched the Progressive Students Front to counter IJT. Mr. Sabahuddin Mujahid was its first 

President, and Shah Jamsheed Jami was its first General Secretary. Afterward, we worked purely 

for the betterment of NED. Although IJT also worked for NED, but PSF stood out. When the 

Government of Sindh imposed some incompetent teachers, PSF resisted it. 

  

In 1972, NEDians also took a leading role in launching a movement for the repatriated Pakistanis 

from East Pakistan for their smooth evacuation. Students marched towards the residence of Late 

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto at Clifton where they encountered charged-batons from the police. Though the 

students could not meet with 

him, the PSF president handed 

over his memorandum to his 

office. 

 

When the Government of 

Sindh announced to declare 

Mehran University of 

Engineering and Technology 

Jamshoro as a university, the 

students' unions started 

protesting to declare NED 

College as a university as it 

was functioning before 

Mehran University. Due to 

protests, the university was 

closed for almost six months, 

and our studies suffered. When 

I was in my final year, NED 

College was declared as the 

university. Another shutdown 
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of the university was 

observed for the six months 

during ñSave the Urdu 

Movementò. Hence our 

batch was delayed by one 

year. 

 

One of our teachers, Late 

Anwar Chaudhary, was also 

a boxer by profession besides 

being in the engineering 

profession as the head of the 

Department of Mechanical 

Engineering. There was only 

one teacher in our 

department, Dr. Jameel Ahmad Khan, who held a doctorate. We demanded contrasting approaches 

from the principal, Dr. Ibrahim, notify him as the Head of Department. Both teachers had contrary 

approaches. Late Anwar Chaudhary taught us only an engineering drawing course.  

 

At that time, the students just got admission at the university irrespective of the discipline. The 

first year was common for all students, and the students had to decide their discipline in the second 

year. 60 to 70 students from East Pakistan got admission at the then NED college. The then 

Principal Dr. Ibrahim and Prof. Aziz ul Hassan were very supportive of them, and they were 

allowed to live free of cost at the Metharam hostel. 

  

During the first two years of the study period, the job market of Civil Engineering was in recession, 

so many of the students switched to Mechanical Engineering. Our batch's strength was 156. But 
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in 1976, there was a sudden rise in demand for civil engineers as several construction projects 

(Construction of Hub Dam, NESPAK projects) were in working progress. So approximately all 28 

students from civil engineering were getting offers even when they were in their third year of 

study. Our fellow members of 

mechanical engineering got 

absorbed in Shipyard and Pakistan 

Steel Mill. During my whole career, 

I have observed a stable job market 

in Mechanical Engineering.  

  

NEDians lived in two hostels, 

Metharam and Sevakunj, both of 

which used to be the central point of 

activity during elections. There were 

extremely limited facilities.  

 

The routine way to access the NED 

college was interesting. It could also 

be accessed via the gate of DJ 

Science College. But its administration did not allow student to use it. Hence the students used to 

access the campus through via a short cut after passing through a thorny gauze patch in a slouchy 

position. Once the then education minister of Sindh visited NED College, Sabahudin Mujahid, the 

president asked him to access the campus via that route to experience the difficulty faced by the 

students to reach the campus. After that, the then minister asked the principal of DJ Science college 

to allow the students of NED to use the DJ science college gate to reach the then college. 

 

In 1976, around 85 students got ready for the Pakistan tour. We reserved 02 bogies from Karachi 

Cantt Station. While arriving at Multan railway station, one of our fellows stole a mango cartoon 

and ran towards the train. The vendor chased him, but all his efforts went in vain as the train 

moved. Another memorable event 

was a bet to pick the apples from a 

garden at Swat, and our fellow was 

caught.  

 

The students at our time were fond 

of wearing maroon blazers. We 

participated in student debate & 

quiz competitions in which NED 

was very prominent. We used to 

attend these programmes to support 

our fellow NEDians. In one of the 

programmes, around 13 students 

participated in a competition at the 

University of Karachi. We used to fill the environment with hooting and chaos when any candidate 

other than NEDians would come to the stage for participants to prevent them from giving a speech. 

While on the turn of any NEDian, we remain calm for their speech.  
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During our first year, University of Karachi (KU) and NED were single entities. While our 

visit to KU, there was a perception in KU male students that NEDians would attempt to impress 

KU female students. 

However, this was their 

misconception. During our 

study period, students 

borrowed books in groups 

instead of individuals. There 

was only one canteen, and 

the girl students sat on the 

backside of the canteen. 

  

When Dr. Jameel Sb was 

declared as the Vice-

Chancellor in 1980s, he 

played a vital role in 

developing the infrastructure of the Department of Mechanical Engineering. He can be called 

the father of the department of   Mechanical Engineering. In 1988, on his insistence, I decided 

to join the university as a professor through a selection board. I streamlined the procedure and 

system of final year projects with Dr. Afzaal Ahmed and Dr. Muzaffar. Students' groups were 

resistant, and I got threats due to these reforms. Meanwhile, I got an opportunity to join as 

Dean at GIK and worked there from 1988 to 1994.  

 

When I again joined NED University as the Vice-Chancellor in 2013, it was in heavy financial 

crises. It was under the liability of 1.56 billion rupees, out of which around 762 million was 

bank liability. Each month, the university approached for a bank loan of approximately 35 to 

45 million to pay salaries. The loans' collateral was pension funds with certain conditions laid 

out by the banks. The university was at a point that if finance were not managed effectively, 

banks would refuse to extend loan facilities as it was close to the bank's maximum limit. 

Moreover, the property of NED was public property, and hence it could not be accepted as 

collateral. 
 

I decided to pay back the loan as a high 

interest was paid monthly, and there 

was a rising annual deficit. With the 

help of my colleagues, the 

Government of Sindh, and the Higher 

Education Commission, a financial 

strategy was chalked out, and loans 

were paid back. With the support of 

the Pakistan Engineering Council and 

HEC, we introduced new degree 

programmes at the undergraduate and 

graduate level, increased the number 

of seats in the self-finance category by 

150 in undergraduate programmes, 
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and raised the self-finance category fees substantially. I am thankful to Engr. Inam Usmani, who 

was the then Senior Vice Chairman of PEC & Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodi, the present Vice-

Chancellor, and the then Finance Minister of Sindh and present Chief Minister of Sindh Syed 

Murad Ali Shah for arranging funds to pay back the bank loan. 

  

From 2015, I ensured its implementation. I ensured and stressed the functioning of the Ph.D 

programme and dedicated substantial funds from each project for Ph.D. 

 

When I left the university in March 2017, the university was financially strong. There were around 

rupees six hundred million in endowment fund which may have been raised to more than rupees 

one billion. We also able to allocate reasonable funds for routine maintenance. Funds from 

scholarships from HEC were also arranged. Studentsô fee was marginally increased.  

  

Postgraduate studies were emphasized because, in the 2020 convocation, 13 Ph.Ds were awarded 

a doctorate. The current vice-chancellor ensured consistency in these policies to enhance the 

stability further. 

 

Note: Dr.  Muhammad Afzal Haque has served the university as the Vice Chancellor from 2013 

to 2017. 
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Mr. Javed Aziz 

Though I got admission to NED Government Engineering College 

in 1975, I watched NED university very closely since my 

childhood.   

 

My father, Prof. Aziz ul Hassan Sb, once told me that Nawab Malik 

Amir Mohammad Khan who was known as Khan of Kala Bagh and 

was then governor of East Pakistan was famous for his disciplined 

attitude. He was the Chancellor and head of all educational institutes 

at that time.  During the admissions at the NED college, one of his 

relatives did not get admission, on which he inquired from the 

collegeôs administration. The Principal at that time, Syed Mehmood 

Alam, informed him via letter that his relativeôs number on the merit 

list was 107 whereas 100 seats were allocated on merit. He also 

informed him about the compliance of merit at NED college and suggested that as the chancellor 

he can increase the seats which could lead to the admission of his relative. The governor of that 

time praised such compliance and mentioned that he was happy to know that still there was some 

institute in Pakistan where merit was (is being) conformed. So, he approved to increase 25 seats 

in NED college along with additional funds of such seats.   

 

In 1973, due to another studentsô movement, the other 100 seats were increased. That led to 

conduct the classes in the evening to accommodate more students due to limited space capacity. 

 

Prof. Aziz ul Hassan Sb used to supervise the printing of examination papers of NED college. 

Earlier it was printed at the press near the Governor house, afterward at Security Press old sabzi 

mandi, and then at the University of Karachi.  

 

I got admission to NED college in the Department of Civi l Engineering. There were around 200+ 

students in civil engineering and mechanical engineering each, while around 27 students in 

electrical engineering. The low ratio of students in electrical engineering was due to recession in 

its job market.   During our third year, our batch mates arranged a national tour for which limited 

funds were allocated by the university. Pakistan Railways reserved dedicated two bogies for us for 

21 days. While arriving at the station of any city, bogies were isolated from mainstream till we 

completed the visit of that city and allied areas. After our outing, we returned to our bogies for 
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taking rest. Those bogies served as mobile hostels for us. We had two peons from the university 

who look after our luggage in bogies in our absence. We even visited Afghanistan for seven days 

while our bogies stayed at Peshawar Railway 

Station.  During our tour, the batch of each 

department used to intersect each other at 

several stations.  

 

Our batch was the first in which female 

students also participated in the tour with the 

cooperation of Dr. Ansaar Sb, who was the 

teacher of Mathematics at NED College. His 

wife, who was a teacher as well (other than 

NED) but was very familiar with the 

environment of the then college, was 

requested to accompany the girl students as a 

coach in that visit. While Dr. Ansaar sb was 

the coach of male students.   

 

I remember that during our stay at Quetta, an unfavorable event happened due to the immature 

attitude of one of our fellows, the family of AC (or DC, not clear in my mind) was disturbed. That 

officer called on Dr. Ansaar Sb to see 

him on which Dr. Ansaar Sb conveyed a 

message to him that as a government 

officer, he was senior to him and that 

instead of him, he would come to meet 

him.  

 

At our time, the first year was common 

for all students, and discipline was 

selected in the second year.  

  

When the college was shifted to new 

campus, Syed Mehmood Alam who was 

also a former employee of Pakistan 

Railways, and Prof. Aziz ul Hassan 

played a crucial role in arranging funds 

for NED. To ensure the continuity in 

funding, construction of hostels were 

assigned as the foremost priority.  

 

Many students who belonged to Karachi 

had also allotments in the hostel as there 

were ample rooms that remained 

vacated. There were two tea Kiosks near 

the MBQ-II hostel that served food as 

well. They were operated by Pir Bux and Inam Gul who were both employees of the university. 

At late night, during the gathering of students and just before the examination, there was a 

huge crowd at these kiosks.   
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When the campus was shifted here, the university road was a single lane, accidents were common 

and both sides of the road were 

surrounded by Acacia (or babool) 

trees. One of our fellows also 

encountered a critical accident. Two 

buses used to transport the passengers 

headed for Saddar after 4 hours. Later 

in G3 bus started the operation. There 

was a narrow passage from the 

university to Malir Cantt. Camel carts 

were common which used to access 

Sabzi Madni from Malir to sell their 

vegetables.  

 

We used to access the city campus as 

practical laboratories facilities were 

there. The university's point left for the city campus at around 16:00 via Empress Market and then 

returned at 22:00 following the route of Hassan Square. Later on, as the number of students 

increased at Hassan Square a new fast-food restaurant started its business. At that time old sabzi 

Mandi was a very busy area till late at night. There was also a kiosk near safari park which was 

accessed by students during examination for having cigarettes or ñnaswaarò. Besides, during 

examinations students used to visit Sabzi mandi at late night for food. There was no fear of any 

robbery even at late nights.   

 

NED has continued to stay as an 

autonomous institute, free from 

external interference. All 

academics and administrative 

processes at NED University 

were observed as per rules and 

regulations, and decisions of the 

Syndicate and the Senate. Due to 

its attempt to maintain fairness 

and independence, NED often 

faced problems from some 

government functionaries. Some 

of them caused unnecessary 

delays in the release of funds. 

 

One of the top engineering colleges of Karachi which was affiliated with various engineering 

universities of Sindh at different times and now functioning as an independent university had 

experienced serious issues in academics and administration due to interference of the various 

governments. But NED University was safe from such concerns. 

 

Students with Dr. Abdul Salam in early 80s 
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I remember that when it was 

notified that Kalam sb would 

be the Vice-Chancellor of 

NED University, 

examinations were going on. 

I was on invigilation and saw 

that someone is coming from 

the out-of-the-way path. I 

guided him to the proper 

path, then he inquired about 

the office of Chairman Civil 

Engineering. I asked peon to 

take him to the chairman's 

office. Later when that 

person left the office, 

chairman sb approached me 

and asked if I knew him, I 

said ñNoò. On that Chairman 

sb told me that he was our 

new Vice-Chancellor Abul 

Kalam.  

 

Kalam Sb transformed NED 

University into a very 

disciplined institute. NED University flourished greatly during the era under his supervision. 

 

Once a minister of the provincial government came to NED University at the invitation of the 

studentsô group without any intimation to the universityôs administration. Kalam sb asked me to 

accompany him to my office and if the matter got out of hands, then the minister would be 

requested to leave the university with the involvement of the Rangers, and he would handle the 

matter. Well, I talked with him politely and he came along with me towards my office. He even 

blatantly asked the chancellor and governor of that time to access his office for smoking, instead 

of smoking publicly at the campus. 

 
I retired from the university service some years ago. 

  A view of Studentôs Gate in late 70ôs 




























































































































































































































































































































